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should love war ! Passing strange ! that her pretty face should ever be 
wreathed in smiles for the warrior — that her delicate fingers should ever 
press the laurel-wreath upon his guilty brow — that her bosom ever 
should be a pillow for a brains and blood-stained head ! — Woman ! look 
at your brothers who lie dead at your feet and don't smile upon their 
murderer ! Think how many sisters hearts have been broken — how 
many mothers distracted by the warrior, and don't welcome Mm to your 
heart ! For the love of God don't receive a murderer into your arms 1 
You have it in your power to bury war. You have it in your power to 
save thousands from the grave — to keep from breaking hundreds of 
hearts ! Will you not do it ? Will you disappoint the appetite of the 
grave ? You will, we believe you will. Avon, Conn. 



ON THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OP THE PACIFIC PRINCIPLE 

IN ITS RELATION TO PERSONAL RELIGION. 
BY J. PTE SMITH. 

It is not the design of this paper to recapitulate the arguments by 
which, in my judgment, it has been satisfactorily proved that war is not 
only the most terrible scourge, the greatest physical evil that has afflicted 
our nature since the first human beings brought misery into the world, 
but that it is the most enormous moral evil, including in itself, directly or 
indirectly, proximately or remolely, every form of rebellion against God 
and crime against man ; and that it is flagrantly in contradiction to the 
essential principle of God's unchangable law, and to the doctrines, the 
spirit, and the precepts of the Gospel. I may safely refer, for the moral 
demonstration of all this, to the publications of the Peace Society, in 
addition to many treatises and occasional discussions of previous and em- 
inent writers. 

The main strength of the objections to the pacific system, and of vindi- 
cation to the warlike, lies in the appeal to consequences. It is very easy 
to propose cases, historical or fictitious, which place in an appalling light 
the having no recourse to the terrors of death as the ultimate reason 
against depredators or murderers, invaders or rebels. By the persons 
who commonly adduce these representations, it is probable that the array 
of arguments, and even facts, on the opposite side, is entirely overlooked, 
or it may be feared (hat they are ignorant of them. To true Christians, 
the class of men whose first practical principle is that they " are not their 
23 
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own," and that " they live not to themselves, but to him who died for 
them," it cannot but be sufficient to show, by satisfactory proofs, what 
in any case is Ms will. The flesh may be refractory, worldly interests 
may plead, practical difficulties may threaten, and objections may be 
made to appear very plausible, yet the positive evidence that any given 
position is sanctioned clearly by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
will determine the conclusions of an upright mind. 

But it is manifest that this is a part of " the obedience of faith." The 
principle tells me that, should it ever be my lot to be put into the alter- 
native of either yielding my own life or taking away that of an aggressor, 
I am bound to choose the former course. Should such a case arise, I am 
not at liberty to put off my Christianity ; I am not freed from the law of 
loving my enemies ; I must understand and exercise that love as the law 
of God and the Gospel of Jesus design it — a holy and consistent love, a 
love which looks forward to the whole existence of an immortal soul ; I 
must not therefore, I cannot, throw my enemy into the irretrievable state 
of guilt and misery. But if he take away my life, shall I not be plunged 
into that state of eternal woe ? 

Who can deny this to be a most grave and serious question ? Is not 
a determinate answer to it essential to the whole practical argument ? 
Undoubtedly so it is ; and it is our duty not to flinch from it, not to evade 
it, not to attempt any frittering compromise of it. 

The objection which this demur is supposed to imply appears to me, 
not merely to be null and void in the field of impartial argument, but to 
contain in itself a strong corroboration of the very principle against which 
it is brought. I derive this conclusion from bringing it to the test of 
agreement or disagreement with the whole of the Christian system. 
That system is the offspring of God ; it is stamped with the impress of 
His glorious image ; it is the Divine plan for restoring our fallen nature, 
for bringing us into the possession of a complete pardon for our sins and 
sinfulness, acceptance into the favor of the infinitely righteous Judge, 
purity of mind and character, and a meetness for the heavenly state. It 
requires every man to be a Christian, not in bare name, but in the strict 
and proper sense. If I am not such, my condition is most awful ; I can 
neither live nor die with comfort ; every moment that I live I am treas- 
uring up to myself a dreadful accumulation of future misery ; and, if I 
die in this state, I must forever depart accursed, the wrath of God abid- 
eth on me ! But I may become — every one to whom the Gospel comes 
may become — a child of God, a pardoned and holy person, a sure inheri- 
ter of the heavenly state. If I refuse to repent and believe, my ruin is 
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upon my own head, and in every breath that I draw my peril is immi- 
nent and dreadful. Should I be put into the terrifying alternative that 
is supposed, the one side of it is, that I sink this instant into the flames 
of an eternal hell ; the other, that I resolvedly dash down another guilty 
man into that blackness of darkness. What then is the dictate of reason, 
every feeling of duty, every cry of self-interest ? Surely it is, that I lay 
hold upon eternal life, that I repent and turn to God with my whole 
heart, that I walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit, keeping myself 
in the love of God, and looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. Only let this take place, and I am happy ; to me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain. 

In this manner it appears manifest that our pacific principle is of God. 
It is in perfect harmony with the whole design of the Gospel. It works 
its part in unison with the entire machinery of the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godliness. It sets before us, in a most affecting light, the in- 
consistency, the self-condemnation, the awful danger, of any man who 
professes to receive it, and yet dares to live in sin, rejecting the only Sa- 
vior, and doing despite to the Spirit of grace. "While he who, in truth 
and sincerity, admits this principle to its just dominion in his heart, wilt 
find all other heavenly dispositions congenial to it ; the love of Christ 
governs his will and affections, the peace of Christ rules in his heart, 
nothing shall separate him from the love of Christ, and he knows that 
when the earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, there awaits him 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Thus 
it is of the very essence of the pacific principle to move in the same di- 
rection with the Gospel ; it perfectly harmonises with the commands, in- 
vitations, promises, and warnings of the system of heavenly love ; and it 
supplies a most weighty reason for immediate compliance with the Gos- 
pel call. 

On the other hand, suppose a real Christian, but who unhappily has 
not seen the error of the common opinion of the lawfulness of war, to be 
placed in such circumstances as have been supposed, or to be (what his 
principles expose him to be) a soldier or a Eoyal Navy sailor. He must 
plunge his sword or fire his bullet into the heart of a wretched fellow- 
sinner ; he must surrender his will and conscience to the absolute com- 
mand of his general ; at that bidding he must fire his volleys, dash on 
with his fixed bayonet, or gallop with his revolving sabre, upon the ranks 
of his brethren, striving to kill as many of them as he can ; he muat bom- 
bard cities, set on fire villages, burn, sink, and destroy ships, and by 
those ways overwhelm innumerable men, women, and children with 
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deaths of torturous agony, the entrance into an awful eternity ; — all this 
he must perpetrate without a will of his own — he must never ask or 
think whether one act be right or wrong — the law of justice must not be 
his direction — the law of love must not whisper to stay one deathful 
stroke — the compunctions of nature, or the compassions of religion, must 
utter no remonstrance ; — yet he is a disciple of Jesus, he loves his ene- 
mies, he pleads for them at the throne of grace, he mourns over the wick- 
edness of the world, he longs that all men may be saved and may come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and he prays that swords may be beat into 
plow shares, and spears into pruning-hooks. Look at the two parts of 
this man's character — are they consistent ? 



THE CHRISTIAN'S GOD OF BATTLES. 

BY H. G. ADAMS. 

" And who is the God of battles ? It is Mars ; man-slaying, blood-polluted, city-smiting 
Mars ! Him we cannot adore. It is not He who binds the sweet influences of the Pleia- 
des, and looses the bands of Orion ; who causes the sun to shine on the just and the unjust ; 
who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb ; who distils the oil of gladness upon every upright 
heart ; the fountain of Mercy and goodness ; the God of justice and Love. The God of 
Battles is not the God of Christians ; to him can ascend none of the prayers of Christian 
thanksgiving ; for him there can be no words of worship in Christian temples — no swelling 
anthem to peal the note of praise." — Sumner's Oration, entitled " The true Grandeur of 
Nations" 



Phaise to the God of Battles ! 

Let the loud cymbals clash, 
And the cannon's mimic thunder 

Along the welkin crash ; 
Let the shrill pealing trumpet 

Break on the startled ear, 
And the drum's reverberation 

Be echoed far and near. 

Unfold the purple banners ; 

Bange spear-heads in a row ; 
With flashing gold and crimson 

Make all the heavens glow ; — 
These are war's proper colors, 

And may be understood, 
A wide-spread conflagration 

Above a sea of blood. 

Who is the God of Battles, 
That thus ye give him praise, 

W,ith sounds that fill all nature 
With terror and amaze ?— 



With life-destroying weapons 
From scabbards leaping out, 

And the rush of armed squadrons, 
And the fierce defying shout ? 

Is Mars your God of Battles, 

The theme of Grecian songs ? 
Or Scandinavian Odin — 

The thunderer, the strong ? 
Is this a heathen nation, 

Puffed up and filled with pride, 
To whom the light of Gospel-truth 

As yet hath been denied ? 

^f ^ ^K % ^ ^ 

A milder dispensation 

Is that 'neath which we live, 
And prayer like breath of incense 

Unto our God we give ; 
Ko sounds of martial clangor 

Mix with the songs of praise 
Which to their God of Battles 

Christ's lowly followers raise. 



